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PRELIMINARY  STATEMENT 


THE  following  statement  of  purposes  will  inform  the 
people  of  Pennsylvania  as  to  the  plan  of  this,  the  most 
important  movement  of  the  day  in  Pennsylvania. 
That  these  purposes  may  become  known,  and  that 
through  agitation  and  education  they  may  be  made 
legally  effective,  a  large  membership  is  desired. 

Annual  dues  are  $2  (of  which  $1  goes  for  the  sup¬ 
port  of  the  National  Conservation  Association). 

Sustaining  members  pay  $10  per  year,  and  contri¬ 
butions  in  larger  sums  are  solicited.  It  is  certain  that 
the  work  to  be  done  in  Pennsylvania  will  add  greatly, 
as  it  progresses,  to  the  permanence  and  potentiality  of 
our  remaining  natural  resources;  therefore  contribu¬ 
tions  may  be  considered  somewhat  in  the  light  of  an 
investment  for  the  benefit  of  posterity. 

Contributions  and  memberships  may  be  sent  to  any 
of  the  officers,  but  all  checks  should  be  drawn  to  the 
order  of  M.  I.  McCreight,  treasurer. 

Additional  copies  of  this,  the  “Ten  Command¬ 
ments  of  Conservation, ”  may  be  had  upon  applica¬ 
tion  to  the  President,  A.  B.  Farquhar,  York,  Pa.,  or  the 
Secretary,  Geo.  W.  Kehr,  Mt.  Pleasant  Press,  Harris¬ 
burg,  Pa. 
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“  The  Ten  Commandments  of  Conservation ” 

'STATEMENT  OF  PURPOSES  OF 
THE  PENNSYLVANIA  STATE 
Ibranch  OF  THE  NATIONAL 
CONSERVATION  ASSOCIATION 

1.  A  Purified  Water-Supply.  Since  the 
physical,  mental  and  moral  health  of  our  peo¬ 
ple  is  the  most  important  of  all  national 
resources,  and  since  stream  pollution  by 
sewage  and  by  factory  wastes  is  a  menace  to 
the  health  as  well  as  to  the  comfort  of  all 
Icitizens,  the  State  should  continue  and 
extend  its  systematic  investigation  of  the 
Extent,  sources  and  effects  of  stream-pol¬ 
lution  to  the  extreme  headwaters  of  every 
stream  in  the  Commonwealth,  where  danger 
is  often  the  greatest  because  least  suspected, 
in  order  to  discover  the  facts  and  to  pro¬ 
pose  adequate  -  remedial  measures.  Any 
further  legislation  required  should  be 
promptly  enacted  into  law,  under  conditions 
which  would  continue,  strengthen  and  fully 
enforce  the  present  admirable  work  of  the 
Department  of  Health,  under  Dr.  Dixon 
land  his  assistants. 

2.  Forest -Fire  Protection.  The  State 
authorities  should  have  power  in  dry  and 
dangerous  seasons  to  establish,  in  such  locali¬ 
ties  as  need  protection,  efficient  patrols  for 
the  prevention  of  forest  fires.  The  expense 
of  such  fire-patrol  service  should  be  assessed 
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upon  the  forest  lands  protected  thereby. 
Lumbermen  should  be  required,  under  ade¬ 
quate  inspection,  to  burn  or  otherwise  dis¬ 
pose  of  all  inflammable  debris,  at  times  and 
under  conditions  to  be  prescribed  by  the 
State  Forestry  Reservation  Commission. 
The  use  of  fire  in  or  near  woodlands  in  dry 
and  dangerous  seasons  should  be  prohibited, 
except  under  stringent  regulation  and  upon 
written  permit  from  a  responsible  officer  of 
the  forest  service  or  fire  patrol;  and  the  Gov¬ 
ernor  should  have  power  to  designate,  upon 
suggestion  to  that  effect  from  the  Commis¬ 
sioner  of  Forestry,  periods  of  peculiar  danger 
within  which  the  carrying  of  firearms,  the 
carrying  and  use  of  matches,  and  the  setting 
of  fires  for  any  purpose  in  public  or  private 
woodlands,  should  be  forbidden  by  law. 

3.  Just  Taxation  of  Forest  Lands.  To 
encourage  reforestation  and  the  growTth  of 
timber  on  land  chiefly  valuable  for  that  pur¬ 
pose,  timber  land  which  the  owners  are  will¬ 
ing  to  treat  upon  modern  reproductive  forest 
methods  should  be  classified  separately  from? 
other  real  property,  with  the  levy  of  a  nomi-n 
nal  annual  tax  until  the  trees  are  cut  at  the;; 
proper  stage,  under  regulation  or  withe 
knowledge  of  the  State  Forestry  Commis-i 
sioner,  when  a  higher  rate  of  tax  should  ba 
imposed  either  per  acre  or  per  thousand  feet  jj< 

4.  Watercourses  as  a  Public  Resource  jn 
The  waters  of  the  State  are  one  of  its  mos'jpj 
important  assets.  They  should  be  systematic 
cally  mapped  and  considered,  and  eventualbjco 
developed  and  utilized  for  the  equal  benefi  in 


>f  all  citizens.  In  such  development  every 
stream  should  be  considered  as  a  unit,  from 
:ts  source  to  its  mouth.  Domestic  and  muni- 
:ipal  water-supply  should  be  recognized  as 
i:he  highest  use,  and  consideration  of  the 
/alue  of  the  stream  as  a  potential  source  of 
attracting  revenue  by  reason  of  its  scenic 
oeauty  and  for  its  educational  worth  should 

Iank  as  equal  in  importance  with  its  poten¬ 
tial  value  in  respect  to  navigation  and  the 
production  of  power;  and  preference  rights 
>hould  be  recognized  and  granted  in  the  order 
>f  the  above  uses  in  all  cases  where  projects 
l  or  two  or  more  of  these  uses  conflict.  There 
should  be  every  endeavor  to  combine  these 
various  uses  in  so  far  as  such  combination 
nay  be  found  practicable.  For  these  ends 
:he  cooperation  of  the  Federal  Government 
inay  require  to  be  sought.  Existing  private 
•ights  in  waters  and  riparian  lands  should 
lot  be  enlarged,  except  upon  conditions 
idequate  to  insure  full  public  control. 

5.  Supervision  of  Use  of  Water  by  Cor- 
>orations.  Private  projects  for  water-power 
levelopment  seeking  State  aid  in  the  form  of 
1  corporate  franchise  carrying  the  right  to 
:ondemn  property,  to  use  land  or  water 
•ights  belonging  to  the  public,  to  obstruct 
!iavigable  rivers,  or  otherwise,  should  be  sub- 
'ected  to  careful  consideration  and  to  strict 
regulation,  in  order  to  secure  prompt,  com¬ 
plete  and  orderly  development;  efficient  ser¬ 
vice  at  fair  prices  and  on  equal  terms  to  all 
Consumers  in  like  conditions;  full  public 
information  as  to  costs  and  profits;  honest 


capitalization  on  the  basis  of  cost;  and  fair 
rentals  for  public  property  used  within  the 
franchises  granted.  No  water-power  fran¬ 
chises  or  privileges  should  be  granted  for  a 
longer  period  than  from  thirty  to  fifty  years, 
with  a  provision  for  a  readjustment  of  the 
compensation  or  terms  at  least  each  ten 
years,  and  any  assignment  of  the  right  or 
privilege  should  require  the  approval  of  the 
proper  State  authorities  to  be  legal. 

6.  Wild  Life  in  the  Forest  and  Stream. 
A  prompt  recognition  of  the  remaining  wild 
life  in  the  forest  and  in  the  stream  as  a  valu¬ 
able  natural  resource  is  desirable,  through 
uniform  game  laws  for  its  effective  protec¬ 
tion,  and  the  present  game  laws  of  Pennsyl¬ 
vania  should  be  revised  and  extended  as 
required  to  properly  protect  such  wild  life  for 
its  beneficent  value  to  the  State. 

7.  Economy  of  Mineral  Resources.  Min¬ 
ing  is  the  most  important  industry  of  Penn¬ 
sylvania.  It  is  now  accompanied  by  a  cul¬ 
pable  waste  of  human  life  and  of  minerals, 
especially  coal.  There  should  be  promptly 
applied  preventive  measures  reducing  mate¬ 
rially  the  loss  of  life  through  mine  accidents, 
and  requiring  careful  economy  in  the  exploi¬ 
tation  of  our  remaining  mineral  wealth.  The 
State  should  take  the  position  that,  in  respecl 
to  these  unreplaceable  natural  resources,  the 
temporary  owner  of  the  land  has  no  right  sc 
to  treat  his  property  as  to  work  injury  to  all 

8.  Agricultural  Resources.  Since  culti 
vated  land  is  the  foundation  of  the  nationVj 
prosperity,  the  proper  use  and  the  continuec 


improvement  of  the  soil  should  everywhere 
receive  especial  care;  and,  in  order  that  agri¬ 
cultural  and  horticultural  products  may 
reach  the  best  markets  with  the  least  loss  of 
time  and  at  the  least  expense,  we  most 
heartily  favor  the  present  policy  of  Pennsyl¬ 
vania  in  the  development  of  improved  high¬ 
ways,  and  urge  their  rapid  and  efficient 
extension,  with  due  economy  and  under 
capable  and  expert  engineering  supervision. 
!  9.  The  Value  of  Natural  Scenery.  We 
rold  that  the  beauty  of  the  land  is  one  of  the 
pain  sources  of  that  love  of  country  which 
is  at  the  very  basis  of  patriotism,  and  that 
uatural  scenery  is  an  economic  asset  of  great 
value  yet  unconsidered  and  undeveloped. 
With  the  rapid  disappearance  of  the  great 
primeval  forest  which  once  covered  two- 
:hirds  of  the  area  of  the  State;  with  the 
mutilation  of  wide  areas  in  the  careless  ab¬ 
straction  of  mineral  wealth;  with  the  pollu¬ 
tion  and  restriction  of  streams  for  private 
benefit,  and  the  laying  waste  of  areas  of 
arable  lands  through  preventable  floods,  this 
^reat  and  potentially  valuable  resource  is 
being  constantly  and  ruthlessly  destroyed. 
We  insist  that  it  should  be  considered  as  of 
i^reat  economic  importance,  and  we  point,  in 
support  of  this  attitude,  to  the  scenic  travel 
jiincome  of  many  millions  of  dollars  contrib¬ 
uted  each  year  to  Europe  by  Americans, 
who  leave  at  home,  unnoted  and  in  process 
of  destruction,  many  natural  scenic  advan¬ 
tages  of  at  least  equal  merit. 

We  further  assert  that  it  is  not  only  in 


the  interest  of  the  State  to  foster  and  encour¬ 
age  the  provision  of  adequate  breathing- 
places  and  playgrounds  for  the  relief  of  our 
congested  urban  population,  but  that  it  is 
equally  important  that  the  State  shall  open 
and  adequately  maintain  in  suitable  forest 
reserves  public  camping-grounds,  available 
especially  to  those  of  our  population  who 
cannot  otherwise  obtain  access  to  the  restor¬ 
ative  and  uplifting  influences  of  an  intimate 
association  with  nature.  We  insist  that  it  is 
the  part  of  wisdom  for  the  State  to  intelli-  || 
gently  promote  public  parks  in  all  their 
forms — municipal,  county  and  state — in  order  I 
that  every  citizen  may  have  easy  opportunity 
to  receive  the  material  and  definite  benefits 
attendant  upon  their  proper  use. 

io.  Education  in  Conservation.  In  order  \ 
that  the  rising  generation  may  know  of  the 
actual  basis  of  the  prosperity  of  the  State 
which  makes  life  here  possible,  and  of  its 
rapid  and  serious  depletion  through  senseless 
and  unconsidered  waste,  we  urge  that  an 
accurate  statement  of  the  remaining  natural 
resources  of  the  State  be  prepared  in  such 
form  as  to  make  it  available  for  public  school 
instruction.  We  favor  all  proper  methods  of 
inculcating  in  the  youth  of  the  State  that 
care  for  its  prosperity  which  alone  can  pre¬ 
vent  the  State  from  becoming  a  barren  waste, 
resembling  like  areas  in  foreign  lands,  in 
which  selfishness,  neglect  and  ignorance  have 
accomplished  their  destructive  work. 

ADOPTED  AT  A  MEETING  HELD  IN  HARRISBURG,  PA.,  JUNE 
23,  19H,  AND  REVISED  BY  THE  EXECUTIVE  COMMITTEE 


